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INTERAGENCY WILDLAND FIRE DECISION DOCUMENT   

FOR THE 

Mud Creek Fire 

 

 
INTENT 

 

It is the intention of the affected agencies to collaborate, cooperate, and work together on the fire.  

The goal of this document is to outline the joint and agency specific responsibilities and decisions 

reached between The Montana Department of Natural Resources, Northeastern Land Office and 

the Bureau of Land Management, North Central Montana District.   

 

This decision document covers the period of time from 7/30/2020 (start) to the date the incident 

is declared out. 

 

FIRE DETAILS 

General Information 

This section describes the basic fire information.  

 

Fire Name: Mud Creek  

Fire Location (legal description): 47 53.2333N x 108 40.1834 W 

Fire Start Date/Time: 7/30/2020/ 0830 

Fire Numbers by Protection Agency: MT-LG11-000165 (both) 

Accounting Codes by Agency: BLM: NB9Y and MT DNRC: 880004 

 
Protecting Agencies Strategies 
 
The protection strategies for all agencies involved is to implement full perimeter suppression. 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Fire Protection Responsibilities 

 

Does the fire area, or any mitigation actions taken, affect more than one agency’s protection 

responsibility?  Yes X or No  

 

Use the following matrix to identify all agencies that: 

• Have responsibility(s) related to the fire and what those responsibilities are. 

• Have areas of overlapping responsibility. 
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Entity & Protection 

Area Description 

Wildland Fire 

Responsibility 

(Y or N) 

Structure Protection 

 Responsibility 

(Y or N) 

Structure 

Suppression 

Responsibility 

(Y or N) 

Federal Agency 

BLM 

 

Area Description: 

 

 

Has Initial attack 

Responsibility on all 

BLM and Private Land 

as outlined in the 

Phillips County MOU 

with the NCMD BLM. 

N N 

State 

MT DNRC 

 

Area Description: 

 

 

Provides direct 

protection wildfire 

assistance to county 

government through 

the County Coop 

Agreement.  

N N 

Local Government 

 

Area Description: 

 

   

 

Initial Attack Responsibilities 

 

1. Who has initial attack responsibilities and identify where that area of responsibility lies? 

BLM on Private land for 24 hours then back to the County or DNRC. 

 

2. Has a portion of that responsibility been delegated?  No.  

 

If so to whom and identify where that area of responsibility lies. Not applicable. 

 

 

Other Responsibilities 

 

Does the fire area, or any mitigation actions taken, affect an Agency’s Jurisdictional responsibility 

or other Jurisdictional Agencies?  Yes or No X 
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Use the following matrix to identify those Jurisdictional Agencies that have responsibilities for 

activities or mitigation actions taken related to the fire. 

 

Entity & 

Jurisdictional Area 

Description 

Evacuation 

Responsibility 

(Y or N) 

Road 

 Responsibility 

(Y or N) 

Search & Rescue 

Responsibility 

(Y or N) 

BLM 

 

Area Description: 

 

N N N 

MT DRNC 

 

Area Description: 

 

N N N 

County 

 

Area Description: 

 

Y Y Y 

Local Government 

 

Area Description: 

 

Y Y Y 

 

Summary of Responsibilities 

This section provides a quick summary of the information contained in the above matrixes.  

 

The Bureau of Land Management NCMD has wildland fire direct protection responsibilities within 

their recognized protection boundaries and on private and state land during the initial attack period 

of 24 hours. Phillips County has jurisdictional responsibility within their county boundaries for 

wildland fire, structure protection, and structure fire suppression on private lands, and 

structure/infrastructure protection once the fire goes into extended attack per the established MOU 

with Phillips County and NCMD BLM.   

 

 

DECISIONS AND ACTIONS 

 

For each decision include the following: 

Date: 7/30/2020 

Decision: The collective decisions made regarding this fire are:  The BLM will pay costs 

accumulated on the fire for the first 24 hours of as agreed upon in the Phillips County MOU.  

DNRC will pay for cost after the first 24 hours or starting on the second shift until the fire is 

declared out. The strategies and values at risk are equal for both agencies on this incident. 
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Rationale: Based on the Phillips County MOU with the NCMD BLM this decision seamed to 

align the closest. 

Decision Makers: Mark Albers and Clive Rooney. 

Action(s) Taken to Implement Decision: Decision Document 

Financial Responsibility for Actions:  As outlined in this decision document. 

 

 

REFERENCES/GUIDELINES 

 

Decisions made were based on the following references/guidelines: BLM-MOU-MYL060-0902-1, 

Memorandum of Understanding between Montana BLM North Central District and Phillips 

County. 

\ 

 

COST ACCOUNTING 

The BLM will pay costs accumulated on the fire for the first 24 hours of as agreed upon in the 

Phillips County MOU.  DNRC will pay for cost after the first 24 hours or starting on the second shift 

until the fire is declared out.  No Cost Share document will be prepared. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL CONTACTS  

The following are the principal contacts for the decisions made during this fire.  

 

Title: Name: Agency/Organization: 

Agency Line Officer Mark Albers, District Manager BLM, North Central District 

Agency Representative Josh Barta, FMO BLM, North Central District 

Agency Line Officer Clive Rooney, Area Manager 
MT DNRC, North East Land 

Office 

Agency Representative Don Pyrah, FMO 
MT DNRC, North East Land 

Office 

County Commissioner   

Fire Chief   

 
 
 
ADDENDUMS TO THIS DOCUMENT 
This section identifies any documents appended to the decision document. 

 
Addendums to this document include: 

• Appendix A - Map of Fire Area 

• Appendix B -  MOU Agreement between BLM and Philips County (BLM-MOU-MYL060- 
0902-1) 
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