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PREPARING FOR FLOODS
A MESSAGE FROM TRACI SEARS 

Floods can happen anywhere, but trying to predict them can be notoriously tricky.
Predictions depend on a complex mixture of geography, hydrology, rainfall, soil
moisture, snowmelt, storms, and historic data. While modeling tools and forecasts are
improving they are far from perfect. Montana was facing extreme drought conditions in
early 2022, only to be hit by unprecedented, historic, and damaging floods in multiple
major watersheds, on June 10-13, 2022. So far this year, Montana has had a fairly mild
winter with below-normal snowpack in most of the mountain basins (see pg 9), but this
does not mean Montana communities can let up on being prepared. 

Throughout this newsletter there are articles, information, and messaging to help
Montana communities prepare better and plan more efficiently for floods. 

Floods are the nation’s most common natural disaster. Building strong community
floodplain management programs, expertise, and best practices are keys to keeping
lives and property safe, reducing flood losses, and mitigating flood risk. Preparing and
planning for natural disasters during “blue-sky” days is critical to building resilient
communities that are capable of avoiding or recovering quickly when disasters strike. 

Local communities are tasked with managing flood-prone areas and communicating
flood risk awareness to the public and property owners. Mapping, permitting,
insurance, and mitigation are the cornerstones of a community floodplain program.  
Offering guidance  to better protect property, public health, safety and welfare is also
key. The Montana DNRC Floodplain program assists local communities with
administering their floodplain programs in accordance with local, state and federal
regulations while promoting mindful, sensible, and resilient planning for development
in flood prone areas.   Both floodplain training and technical assistance are available
to  assist communities with permitting and compliance when requested. 

The Milk River is a  729 mile tributary to the
Missouri River in northern Montana.  Named by
Lewis and Clark for its “cup of tea with a
spoonful of milk” appearance, it originates in
the Rocky Mountains, traverses into Canada and
drains into a sparsely populated, semi-arid
region known as the “hi-line”.  Its essential
waters provides irrigation to thousands of acres
before ending just east of Fort Peck Reservior.    
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The 1908 Montana Flood

ABOVE:  Fire and rescue workers work in many flooded
communities to load and assist those confined to
wheelchairs and transport them through contiminated
flood waters in Southern communities.  (Photo: online)
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REAADI in Disasters Act

The Real Emergency Access for Aging and
Disability Inclusion (REAADI) for Disasters Act has
been endorsed by 100 state and national
organizations. It now awaits federal endorsement. 

Introduced in the House (03/29/2023), REAADI in
Disasters Act, would establish programs and
requirements to assist individuals with
disabilities and older adults (age 50 or older) with
disaster preparedness. It would allow states to
contract with Centers for Independent Living to
provide services and support to people with
disabilities in preparing for hazards. 

Solutions could be offered to states to help
people with disabilities maintain their health,
safety, and independence before, during, and
after disasters. It could establish a National
Commission on Disability Rights and Disasters to
study the needs of disabled people, aging
Americans, and people with access and functional
needs and make recommendations to ensure
inclusion in disaster preparedness conversations. 

As more catastrophic and devastating natural disasters occur, communities
will lead more and more coordinated efforts to prepare, respond and recover
from disasters with local, state, federal, tribal, and non-governmental entities.  
Public agencies and recipients of federal funds must account for vulnerable
populations when planning and implementing disaster response and recovery
efforts and should include people with disabilities, older (defined as those
over the age of 50), and limited resource persons with emergency
management planning. Often this vulnerable sector is overlooked and not
accounted for in preparation, management, rescue, and recovery efforts. 

Vulnerable persons more likely to die or be injured in disasters.

Disabled people are 2-4 times more likely to sustain critical injuries during
a disaster than nondisabled people. This is largely due to lack of access to
rescue resources including wrong sized or improper equipment. In some
cases there is a failure  to purchase or have on hand equipment needed to
accommodate or rescue a disabled or elderly person. Disaster warning
and notification systems are also critical to saving lifes and should
account for the notification nuances for those with physical or
development disabilitiies or hearing impaired individuals. 

Vulnerable persons should be included in disaster planning 
Communities officials and emergency management teams should consider the
needs of vulnerable populations and include those persons in pre-disaster
planning, training, or decision-making processes.  This will help avoid gaps in
preparedness that are often discovered during critical disaster moments.   

The Real Emergency Access for Aging and Disability Inclusion (REAADI) for
Disasters Act was introduced in the House (03/29/2023), REAADI in
Disasters Act, would establish programs and requirements to assist
individuals with disabilities and older adults (age 50 or older) with
disaster preparedness. Despite the merits of the legislation, it still awaits
legislative approval. Regardless of federal legislation, local officials could
help their communities be more effective with preparedness, response,
and recovery programs by including disabled and vulnerable people in the
planning process. It may be an old cliché, but “if you fail to prepare, you’re
preparing to fail.”

Flood disasters are even more
devastating for older, disabled or

vulnerable populations

ABOVE:  Many Montana communities, like the City of
Roundup, have vulnerable people that need to be
included in the disaster planning and preparedness
process.  May 2011 (Photo: Kestral Aerial Services) 

                    

Preparing for Floods
Disasters and Disabilities



Proper Handling and Disposal of Sandbags
After floodwaters recede, homeowners and communities are typically
responsible for cleanup.  This includes proper storing and disposal of used
and unused emergency sandbags.  

Sandbags can be stored for reuse for up to six months, however mold can
develop if bags are stored when they are still damp.  Dry out sand bags if  
possible before storage.  If emptied and dried, sacks can be filled again.  
Otherwise the dampness may cause rot after a time period. If the sandbags
will not be used again, dispose of the empty sandbag properly to prevent
litter or landfill issues. Ususally they can be disposed with normal trash.

Caution should be used when disposing or reusing sand that may have come
in contact with flood waters. Sand may not look or smell any different,
however it may have contain or been exposed to fecal coliform or other
bacteria.  Spreading the sand on the ground and allowing it to be exposed to
sunlight will reduce health risks. Bacteria will diminish with time and
exposure to elements.  However to reduce risk, sand that is used or possibly
contaminated should not be placed in playgrounds, sandboxes or other areas
where there is direct human contact. 

Contact your local community officials, Disaster & Emergency Services (DES)
coordinator or local land fill or disposal site for disposal instructions.  
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Sandbagging in Floodplain 

Sandbags, when used properly, can reduce
damages from flooding. After a flood,
property owners are responsible for

removing sandbag installations in compliance
with their local jurisdiction's regulations.

Please note that improper disposal of
sandbags following a flood event can create
environmental, safety and infrastructure

concerns.

The temporary placement of sandbags within
the regulated Special Flood Hazard Area (also
known as the 100-year floodplain) for flood
control during a flooding emergency may be
contemplated.   

Please note the following for sandbags:

After the flooding emergency has passed,
sandbags and sand placed in the
regulated Special Flood Hazard Area (also
known as the 100-year floodplain) must be
removed. 

It is the property owner’s responsibility to
remove and dispose of sandbags. 

Temporary placement of sandbags before
a flood event should be located around a
structure . 

Sandbags should not be placed to divert
water onto other properties or structures. 

It is the property owner’s responsibility to
ensure all other applicable agency’s
requirements are met, including local,
state and federal regulations. 

For additional information, please reach
out to the State of Montana Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation
(DNRC). 

What do I do with sandbags after the floodwaters subside?

After a flood, property owners are responsible for removing sandbag
installations in compliance with their local jurisdiction’s regulations.
Check with your local jurisdiction for proper sandbag disposal
procedures. Following a flood event, call your local emergency
management agency or listen to news reports for instructions on sand
and sandbag material disposal.

TIPS
Wear gloves and boots to protect from scrapes and contaminants.

Sand that has been in contact with flood waters may contain bacteria,
hazardous chemicals, sewage, septic waste, and oil or fuel can cause health
and environmental damage if not handled properly.

Sand should not be disposed of in local water courses, waterways, wetlands,
floodplains, or other environmentally sensitive areas.
The property owners will want to reach out to Local Floodplain Administrator
if they want to temporarily place sandbags and sand in the regulated Special
Flood Hazard Area  (SFHA) (also known as the 100-year floodplain).   

Sand from used sandbags should never be used in sandboxes, playgrounds,
or other areas where it will be directly in contact with people.  

Clean, filled sandbags can be stored for future use for up to six months.

Any permanent placement of fill or development in the SFHA would require a
floodplain permit.

Check with your community to see if unused sandbags may be returned to
local work sites or depots. 

Sandbags should be stored properly for reuse 
so mold and rot does not develop 

                    

Preparing for Floods
Sandbagging Property



MARCH 2024 - DNRC Floodplain Page 4

                    

Preparing for Floods
FLOOD INSURANCE FOR PROPERTY OWNERS
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Flood loss avoidance is a term used to describe
the preventative action you can take to minimize
or prevent flood damage to covered property.  

A Standard Flood Insurance Policy (SFIP) covers
up to $1,000 toward the purchase of supplies and
labor to protect insured property from the
imminent flood threats, and $1,000 to relocate
insured property away from the threatened
location to protect it from flood waters. 

To be eligible for this coverage, the insured
property must be in a community were a general
condition of flooding exists or where an
evacuation or other civil order is issued.  Claims
can be filed with the insurer. For more
information, visit FloodSmart.gov 

                    

Preparing for Floods
FLOOD INSURANCE FOR PROPERTY OWNERS

                    

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAMS

Understanding Flood Loss
Avoidance

Flood insurance is a tool towards flood preparedness
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is managed by the FEMA and their
insurance policies are delivered to the public by a network of more than 50
insurance companies.  Floods can happen anywhere — just one inch of
floodwater can cause up to $25,000 in damage and most homeowners
insurance does not cover flood damage. Part of being prepared for disasters is
having tools in place to mitigate financial impacts and losses which aids in a
faster and more successful recovery process. 
Property owners who purchase flood insurance usually have a 30 day waiting
period before the policy is in effect. Policies can cover  buildings,  contents, or
both. Flood insurance is offered in NFIP participating communities who adopt
and enforce floodplain management regulations. Homes and businesses in
high-risk flood areas with mortgages from government-backed lenders are
required to have flood insurance.  For more flood insurance information:

FEMA offers flood insurance guides and infographics at www.floodsmart.gov 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/licenses-and-permits
http://floodsmart.gov/
http://floodsmart.gov/
http://floodsmart.gov/
http://floodsmart.gov/
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
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Floods are the deadliest, costliest and most common form of natural
disasters, not only in the United States, but also in the world. They are
caused by heavy rainfall, hurricanes, overflowing rivers, broken dams,
overfilled urban drainage basins, tsunamis, debris blockages in water
channels, and ice- or snow-melt. Floods are difficult to predict, which
means communities must be prepared to respond at all times.

Flood mitigation approaches fall into two categories: 
structural and nonstructural. 

Structural forms of mitigation mitigate harm by reconstructing
landscapes or constructing flood control measures. They include
floodwalls/seawalls, floodgates, levees, dams, and water overflow
routes. Nonstructural measures reduce damage by removing people
and property out of flood risk areas. They include elevating structures,
property buyouts, permanent relocation,  zoning or subdivision
regulations, and building codes. 

As development continued to occur in high risk area, studies showed
property losses were still high despite efforts to build or construct
high-dollar diversions like dams, floodgates, or levees. Over time
emphasis has been placed on nonstructural measures that will
effectively mitigate flood disaster impacts such as permeable
pavement, water storage areas or wetland protection to capture or
hold floodwaters, stream bank restoration, property buyouts, or low
impact development.  People continued to build in and around high
risk areas and flood structures such as old dams and floodgates have
failed. 

Floodplain management standards can help communities 
reduce losses, protect natural resources, and save lives.

Communities are often reluctant to limit floodplain development over
concerns about private property rights, takings, and liability. However,
communities who participate in the National Floodplain Insurance
Program (NFIP) have a duty and the authority to administer and
enforce their locally adopted floodplain ordinances.  FEMA in
exchange makes flood insurance and various types of federal
mitigation and disaster funding available. It is important for
communities to guide development in flood prone, high risk areas to
reduce the risk of flood losses and ensure the safety of lives, property
and structures. According to FEMA, structures built to meet or exceed
NFIP minimum floodplain management standards incur a minimum of
65 percent less flood damage on average.   Floodplain managers and
community officials can help their communities and property owners
reduce flood risk, be better prepared for flooding, and recover more
quickly after a flood emergency by developing, administering, and
enforcing local floodplain ordinances designed to meet or exceed
local, state and federal regulations.  For more information, see: 

https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/manage-
risk/individuals

                    

Preparing for Floods
NFIP Floodplain Standards Mitigating Flood Damage 

https://science.nasa.gov/news-articles/sizing-up-floods
https://www.napawash.org/uploads/Standing_Panel_Blogs/cigler-floods-and-mitigation-Sept.-20172.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/manage-risk/individuals
https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/manage-risk/individuals
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A List of Navigable Montana Rivers and Streams by 
the State of Montana and U.S Army Corps of Enginineers

How to know if a floodplain project needs a navigable river land use permit?
Property owners who are planning to do work on or near a Montana waterway will need to determine
what permits may be required by up to six local state, and federal agencies. Conservation districts,
along with participating agencies, created the Joint Application Form to help reduce paperwork and
increase coordination.  One question applicants need to consider is whether the project will take place
on a navigable river and if land use permit is need from the MT DNRC - Lands.  Below is a list of
navigable rivers and streams as identified in the “Montana Stream Permitting Guide”.                     

For more information, contact:
State of Montana Department of
Natural Resources and
Conservation
DNRC Land Office      
or
Real Estate Management Bureau

1539 Eleventh Avenue
P.O. Box 201601
Helena, MT 59620-1601
(406) 444-2074

http://dnrc.mt.gov/licenses-and-
permits

 The Joint Stream
Permit Application has
been updated.  See: 
https://dnrc.mt.gov/_docs/p
ermits-services/Stream-
Permitting-Joint-
Application.pdf. 

https://dnrc.mt.gov/contact-dnrc
https://dnrc.mt.gov/contact-dnrc
https://dnrc.mt.gov/trust/real-estate


 National Weather Service changes hydrology program
 to prepare for 2024 runoff season 

                    

Preparing for Floods

Questions about these
 changes, please contact:
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https://www.weather.gov/
owp/operations

National Water Center
Products and Services

Flood Inundation
Mapping (FIM) Services

National Water
Prediction Service

(NWPS)

2024 National 
Hydrologic Assessment

River Flood Outlook

Flood Hazard Outlook

Website  

Message fromMessage fromMessage from      NWS - Billings, MTNWS - Billings, MTNWS - Billings, MT   

Ph. 406.652.0851

Email: 
nws.gillings@noaa.gov

Todd Chambers
 Senior Meteorologist
Hydrology Focal Point

RESOURCESRESOURCESRESOURCES   

https://water.noaa.gov/

Main Page

NEW
!

NEW
!

https://www.weather.gov/owp/operations
https://www.weather.gov/owp/operations
https://www.weather.gov/owp/operations
https://water.noaa.gov/


The Montana State Library (MSL) houses snow water equivalent (SWE) maps that are available the first of each month from
January through June.  The maps are produced in partnership with the USDA-National Resource and Conservation Service (NRCS),
and data is compiled by the Montana Snow Survey Program. The state river basins SWE are compared to 1991-2020 levels.  
Above-normal precipitation in February across most of the state provided a needed boost to Montana’s meager winter
snowpack.  Forecasters say more snowstorms are needed in March and April and precipitation in May and June is needed to
avoid drought and below-normal summer streamflows. Snowpack and spring precipitation drives Montana’s water supply. 

T

                  

  

Montana SNOTEL Map Comparison
What a Difference a Month Makes
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FIGURE A:  February 1st, 2024 Montana SNOTEL REPORT 
shows basins with less than 50 percent of normal in red. 

FIGURE B:  March 1st, 2024  Montana SNOTEL REPORT shows those
same basins with above 50 percent of normal.

                  

U.S. Drought Monitor 

Montana

Montana isn’t alone in dealing with El Nino’s dry and warm winter pattern.  According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), more than half of the monitoring stations in the Western U.S. are below the 30th percentile for snow-water equivalent for the winter,

focused particularly in Washington, western Montana, northern Idaho and northern Wyoming. 

For up-to-date information on stream flows and potential flood conditions -
check the Montana All-Hazards Weather Monitor web site:

 https://www.weather.gov/byz/montana_statewide_information 

Precipitation is also key for soil moisture
and drought monitoring. This winter has
lacked precipitation and expanded drought
conditions. May and June are typically the
wettest months for Montana so soaking
rains could help make up for water and
moisture deficits. Nearly 90% of Montana is
currently dry, but nearly half the state is
seeing moderate drought or worse, and
nearly 1/4 of the state is experiencing
severe drought according to weekly U.S.
Drought Monitor reports.  

El Nino conditions are predicted to end
during the summer of 2024 and there is a
55% chance that LaNina conditions could
develop late summer, bringing wetter and
cooler conditions in the 2024 winter. 

Montana needs above normal precipatation to offset dry
2024 winter conditions.  To monitor, visit

 https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MT 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MT
https://www.weather.gov/byz/montana_statewide_information
https://www.weather.gov/byz/montana_statewide_information
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MT


Sara Hartley - MT DES
Jake Ganieany - MT DES
2024 Floodplain Program
Ambassador
 Sara and Jake received recognition for their
outstanding efforts and advocation  for sound
floodplain management. 

                    

DNRC Floodplain 
Appreciates and Recognizes
Valuable Floodplain Partners

It was record-breaking attendance at
the annual Association of Floodplain
Managers Conference:  “High and Dry
in Helena” on Feb. 27th - March 1st 

Almost 150 professionals assembled  
for three-days of learning and
networking.  Knowing it is not an easy
task to organize and host such
successful and popular event- we  say
THANK YOU to the AMFM Board!  

The AMFM Board is working on
uploading all of the conference
presentations and information on
their website:  mtfloods.org.

Congratulations to the new AMFM
Board Officers.  
 

                    

AMFM 2024
Annual Conference 
“High and Dry in Helena”
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ABOVE:  DNRC Floodplain Regional Engineers - Peri Turk and
Ryan Murphy made learning fun wiith their presentation of

“Floodplain Jeopardy”. (Photo:  Traci Sears) 

ABOVE: Stream bank restoration along the
highway - a major route to Bear Tooth Pass. 

The Friend of Floodplain Award
was given to Sharon Flemetis -
Stillwater County Conservation
District Coordinator  

ABOVE:  MT DES - Sara Hartley and Andrew Long - presented    
Mitigation Disaster Grants to over 120  attendees on the last day

of AMFM Conference. in Helena, MT  (Photo:  Traci Sears) 

Courtney Long

2024 Floodplain Program
Ambassador

Courtney graciously shared her
award with her faithful assistant -
Finn - who thought he should be
“Floodplain Dog of the Year”. 

Rob Livesay - Ravalli County FPA 
2024 Floodplain Program

Ambassador
Traci Sears presented Rob Livesay a well
deserved “Friend of Floodplain Award”. 

FPA OF THE YEARFPA OF THE YEARFPA OF THE YEAR
 Stephanie Ray 

Stillwater County 
Stephanie accepted the “FPA of
the Year” award with a grateful
heart.  She had been Floodplain

Administrator (FPA)  for 2
months when the June 2022

floods devastated her county. 
She learned “A LOT in a short
amount of time” and  called it

“two years of hell”.  She thanked
DNRC Floodplain - Traci Sears

and Team - for all the help and
encouraged FPAs around the

state to keep learning and doing
an important job. 

Some people exceed expectations
and put forth extra effort to  help
their communities and administer
their floodplain programs at a higher
level. So DNRC Floodplain led by Traci
Sears proudly recognized these
valuable leaders at AMFM Conference.
 

Not Pictured:
 Lawson Moorman - Park County FPA -
    Floodplain Appreciation Award
 Pam Vosen -  Fergus County FPA, 
 18 years - Floodplain Longevity Award
Katherine Maudrone - Sanders County
12 years - Floodplain Longevity Award

http://www.mtfloods.org/
http://www.mtfloods.org/


NEWS From the Floodplain

Meet DNRC Floodplain’s New Team Members 
Submitted by: John Connors, Bureau Chief

MICKEY NAVIDOMSKIS 
DNRC Floodplain Technical Assistance Engineer

    

Mickey Navidomskis is our new Floodplain Technical Assistance Engineer. He will be working with
the Community Assistance, Floodplain Mapping, and Regional Engineer programs on all things
floodplain. Based out of Missoula, he will travel to communities throughout the state and to
Helena to assist the DNRC Floodplain program. 

Mickey is a licensed engineer (PE) with 5 years of water resource/environmental consulting
experience. He is a graduate of the University of Utah, where he received his BS and MS in Civil &
Environmental Engineering. Mickey lives in Missoula with his fiancé, Drue.  They are planning a June
2024 wedding. In his free time, he enjoys skiing, fishing, rafting and volleyball.

MONICA CONLIN 
 DNRC Flood Hazard Hydrologist 
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 Montana  FPA Updates
Welcome      
   Cody Marxer - Madison County - Planning Director/FPA
   Katie Miller - Madison County - Planner I
   Dave Westwood - City of Red Lodge - Mayor / FPA 
   Bob Micalson - Town of Stevensville - Mayor / FPA
   Stephan Lassiter - Town of Stevensiville - Public Works/FPA
   Chirs McComas - Sanders County - Planner / FPA
   Harlie Riddle - Town of Fromberg - Clerk
   Winifred Lambert Fort Peck Reservation - FPA 
   Heather Rice - Pondera County Canal & Reservoir Co - Mgr
       

 Goodbye / Well Wishes
   Katherine Maudrone - Sanders County -  Planner/FPA
    
  

 
        

                        

 Congrats on your CFM certification 

   Please let Traci or Shylea know if you have received your CFM certificaiton.  

Please report personnel updates to: 
     Traci Sears - CAP Coordinator  |  tsears@mt.gov | Ph. 406.444.6654      
     Shylea Wingard - Floodplain Specialist  |   shylea.wingard@mt.gov       

Ryan had his one-year employment anniversary as DNRC Regional
Engineer in January 2024.  Congratulations and well wishes were
also given to him when he passed his CFM exam in February 2024. 

Ryan graciously shared his study tips and recommendations with
the Floodplain Bootcamp class on Feb. 23rd. While Ryan took the
on-line exam in his office, he suggested to the group that they
consider taking the CFM exam at 1 of 4 testing service centers in
Montana (located in Billings, Bozeman, Great Falls or Missoula).  
Ryan had some laptop incompatibility issues which luckily he got it
fixed ahead of time.  He suggested the testing centers to avoid the
stress and hassle. 

Ryan Murphy 
DNRC Regional Engineer - Lewistown

Stationed in Helena, Monica Conlin is the new Flood Hazard Hydrologist with the Floodplain
Mapping team. She will help communities map and understand their flood risk. 
Monica grew up in the small Western Montana town of Thompson Falls. After she graduated
high school and she headed East to Massachusetts to attend Antioch University - New
England where she earned a M.S. degree in Environmental Science.  Over the past 8 years,
Monica worked in the hydrology field for the U.S. Forest Service and USGS, returning to her
home state to work for MT DEQ and now MT DNRC.  When Monica is not working, you can
find her fishing, hiking, rafting, skiing, or spending time with her dogs and family- enjoying
the best Montana has to offer. 

DNRC FLOODPLAIN IS FULL-STAFFED

  

 The CFM Exam Changed Her Life  -- (count the bad floodplain puns)

The new floodplain manager was a little overwhelmed but tried to keep her head above water. Knee deep in paperwork, she kept
pushing through. There were an overwhelming number of flood emails and a tidal wave of questions for her to answer every day.
There were times when she was nearly swept away by the demands of the job. The workload was a floodgate that never closed. 
Eventually, she learned to go with the flow. She took the CFM exam and didn't wash out. As a CFM, she now dives right into her
flood work each day.

Written By:  Steven Samuelson (Retired State NFIP Coordinator) - a funny and clever friend of Traci Sears.  Shared with permission
.



Are you making plans and reservations for the 
2024 ASFPM Conference in Salt Lake City?

For program schedule and hotel information, go to:
https://www.floods.org/conference/2024-asfpm-conference/

Spring Floodplain

Training  for FPA’s

Weds. April 17th, 2024 

TIME: 9am - 12 pm 

 Virtual Training via Zoom 

See below for more information 

  

                                       MT DES

                  

 
  MORE  INFORMATION

 -- CONTACT --
 Traci Sears:   406.444.6654

tsears@mt.gov 

    Shylea:  406.581.5254 
 shylea.wingard@mt.gov 
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EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING EVENTS

 ComHappHaon Training

Watch for info on new session 
- Late 2024 -

                        

 SAVE THE DATES

 ComHappHaon Training

DNRC floodplain

Web-based Training for Floodplain Administrators 
Want to learn floodplain managment basics?

Don’t have time to attend a 4-day course?

Want to brush up on 1 or 2 floodplain topics?

No Adverse
No Adverse
No AdverseImpact

Impact
Impact

This guide provides legal resourses to inform and improve decision
making by community officials and attorneys who administer flood risk

management and defend No Adverse Impact (NAI) higher standards. 

Download ASFPM’s NAI Legal Guide at:  

https://floodsciencecenter.org/product
s/no-adverse-impact-legal-guide/

 ComHappHaon Training

Ends May 2024

 NFIP101
(floods.org) 

Registration
Registration
RegistrationNow OPEN
Now OPEN
Now OPEN

     Current Situational     Awareness Website For daily updates and report on a
mulitiude of hazards - winter storms,

fires, floods, power outages, drought 
https://montana.maps.arcgis.co

m/apps/MapSeries/index.html?

appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e
90c70911db5

 

It Floo

 ComHappHaon Training

Flood Preparedness May Mean Building Differently 

https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e90c70911db5
https://www.floods.org/training-center/online-training/asfpm-on-demand-learning/nfip101/
https://www.floods.org/conference/2024-asfpm-conference/
https://floodsciencecenter.org/products/no-adverse-impact-legal-guide/
https://floodsciencecenter.org/products/no-adverse-impact-legal-guide/
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e90c70911db5
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e90c70911db5
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e90c70911db5
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e90c70911db5
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Sample Products 

NEW FEMA Resources
NEW FEMA Resources
NEW FEMA Resources

and Guides
and Guides
and Guides

Questions about floodplain mapping ?Questions about floodplain mapping ?Questions about floodplain mapping ?

FEMA estimates that over 40 percent 
of NFIP claims made in 2017 to 2019 

were for properties outside official Special Flood
Hazard Zones or in unmapped areas.

https://agents.floodsmart.gov/puborderform
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_nfip-technical-bulletin-10.pdf
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NEW FEMA Resources
NEW FEMA Resources
NEW FEMA Resources

and Guides
and Guides
and Guides

Questions about floodplain mapping?Questions about floodplain mapping?Questions about floodplain mapping?   

Floodplain maps are not meant to be predictive and residents buying flood insurance should take that into
account, as well as other aspects of the overall flood risk to their property.  Precipitation, soil saturation, and

obstructions in the waterway can all intensify flooding. Maps do not forecast flooding.  
- Michael Grimm (FEMA Federal Insuarance and Mitigation Adminstration)

RESOURCE: 
Guidance for Flood Risk Analysis and
Mapping (Appeal and Comment
Processing) 
 https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-
02/Appeal_Comment_Processing_Guidance_Feb_20
19.pdf

Flood maps, known officially as Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS), show areas of high- and moderate- to low-flood risk. 

They are shown as a series of zones. Communities use the maps to set minimum building requirements for coastal areas and
floodplains; lenders use them to determine flood insurance requirements.  All home and business owners in high-risk areas with
mortgages from federally regulated or insured lenders are required to buy flood insurance.

FIRMs are available to the public free of charge through the FEMA Flood MapService Center at https://msc.fema.gov/portal. 

Special Flood Hazard Areas are high-risk areas. They are shown on the flood maps as zones beginning with the letters 'A' or 'V.'
There is at least a 1 in 4 chance of flooding during a 30-year mortgage in high-risk areas.

Non-Special Flood Hazard Areas are moderate-to-low risk areas.  The risk of flooding is reduced, but not completely removed.
Moderate- to low-risk areas are shown on flood maps as zones beginning with the letters 'B', 'C' or 'X' (or a shaded X).
These areas submit more than 20 percent of National Flood Insurance Program claims and receive one-third of federal disaster
assistance for flooding.

Flood insurance isn't federally required in moderate- to- low-risk areas, but it is recommended for all property owners and
renters. Some flood maps also include areas where there are possible but undetermined flood hazards or unstudied areas.

https://agents.floodsmart.gov/puborderform
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_nfip-technical-bulletin-10.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-02/Appeal_Comment_Processing_Guidance_Feb_2019.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-02/Appeal_Comment_Processing_Guidance_Feb_2019.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-02/Appeal_Comment_Processing_Guidance_Feb_2019.pdf


 

The Montana Highground Newsletter
welcomes your articles, information, ideas,

projects, and photos.  

Please email your contributions to:
shylea.wingard@mt.gov

The Montana Highground Newsletter is a
quarterly publication of the DNRC

Floodplain Program. 
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  Electronic distribution is made via email
and circulated to over 500 recipients.  To

be added to the distribution list or to
submit an article or information for

publication, please contact:  

Shylea | DNRC Floodplain  
shylea.wingard@mt.gov. 

Grant funding for the newsletter and
other DNRC Community Assistance

Program (CAP)  activities is provided by
FEMA.  

Persons with disabilities needing an
alternative accessible format of this

document should 
contact DNRC Public Information Officer,
Cassie Wandersee at (406) 444-0465 or

Cassie.Wandersee@mt.gov 

                    
 MISSED A NEWSLETTER?

Contact:  Traci or Shylea
tsears@mt.gov | shylea.wingard@mt.gov

QUESTIONS?  Need Assistance?  Contact...

Your source for floodplain regulations
 and permitting information, workshop and

training events, FEMA guidance,
administrative

   ABOVE:   Members of the DNRC Floodplain Mapping Team - Nadene Wadsworth and Hannah Shultz
discuss a  recovery project on Rock Creek with MT DES SHMO - Sara Hartley.    (Photo: T. Sears)


