
Educational Training and
Workshops 

CAP PREPARES FOR ANOTHER YEAR 
A MESSAGE FROM TRACI SEARS 

As the July 4th holiday approaches, the DNRC Floodplain Community Assistance Program
(CAP) is celebrating as we wrap up the 2023-2024 funding year on June 30th. Our new
program year starts on July 1st. Recovery and permitting from June 2022 flood still
continues. In addition, Montana has a new model floodplain ordinance (updated in early
2024 with federal regulations and recommendations).  In the next few years, we will be
reaching out to all 137 Montana communities who participate in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) asking them to update their local floodplain hazard
management regulations.  

A majority of the DNRC Floodplain team just returned from a week of training and
presentations at the national conference for the Association of State Floodplain
Managers (ASFPM) in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Over 1,600 members attended in person so it
was a good opportunity to network, meet new colleagues, learn about new programs and
techniques, and network with old friends. A variety of topics were covered including:
FEMA’s new revisions to the NFIP and CRS programs, mitigation projects and funding, risk
map and communications, and high level engineering.  Vendors showed off the latest
flood control products and software tools.  

During the year, I find this knowledge and rapport building useful as we work with local
communities and field questions on floodplain management.  Often times I reach out to
FEMA and fellow state coordinators for ideas and answers and I am thankful we can help
each other.  The goal of this newsletter is to be a useful resource. There are articles,
information, and messaging on how to better understand flood risk and communicate
with Montana communities and property owners to plan and prepare more efficiently.  

The 1964 Flood - 60th
Anniversary

NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS

MONTANA 
HIGHGROUND

JUNE 2024   A Quarterly Publication of DNRC Floodplain

A community visit to Lincoln County in Northwest Montana
allowed Traci Sears to capture this photo of Big Cherry Creek -     
a tributary to Libby Creek and the Kootenai River. 

Floodplain Permitting and
Assistance - DNRC Floodplain
Regional Engineers             

Disaster Preparedness
Flood After Fire

Montana - River and Streams -
Can you identify?

DNRC Floodplain Contacts            

Education and Training Events         

Around the Floodplain        

Climate Smart Practices - Rain
Gardens and Rural Stormwater
Solutions
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FLOODPLAIN PERMITTING AND ASSISTANCE
 ASSISTANCE FOR MONTANA‘S NFIP COMMUNITIES   
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Montana’s Regional Engineers
Provide a wide range of technical expertise and assistance to Montana communities - including high-hazard
dam safety inspections, water right decisions, and working with community officials, dam, and property owners.
Most important to the floodplain program is the mapping, community, and permitting assistance they provide.
As professional engineers they have knowledge and expertise in hydrology, hydraulics, surveying, geotechnical
engineering and construction methods. They certainly work closely and make the job easier for many of our
local floodplain administrators (FPAs).  Below is a map to assist local FPAs in knowing who to contact for help. 

SEE Page 10 for more information about:
Garett Waite - Havre Regional Engineer and Mickey Navidomskis - Floodplain Engineer
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Information and illustrations are
sourced from the 

Nevada Flood After Fire Guide.  

                    

Disaster Preparedness 

Flood After Fire

After rainstorms, post-wild-fire conditions along normally dry ravines, river channels, gullies and creeks
become active with increased water movement, and now may carry additonal debris, topsoil and runoff.
These denser materials traveling at a faster rate combine to create hightly destructive debris flows (Figure 2). 

The increase flood risk can persist for years following a fire until the landscrape recovers and vegetation
begins to reestablish itself in the burn scar area.  After several the vegetation should regrow and soils return
to their normal state which lowers the risk considerably. 

Are you prepared for flood risk after fire? 

Wildfires can remove vegetation and leave ground charred and unable to absorb water creating the perfect
conditions for flash flooding and debris flows. As rainwater moves across charred and barren ground, it can
pickup soil and sediment and carry it in in a stream of floodwaters, which can lead to more severe damage
following a fire (FEMA FloodSmart). 

Understand your risk by assessing the terrain around your home and community for burn scars, or the areas
that were impacted by the fire. Areas of concern include burned terrain on upstream and uphill slopes. 

Post-Fire Landscapes CAN Flood
Floods are the most common and costly natural hazard in the nation. Whether caused by heavy rain,
thunderstorms, or winter storms, the results of flooding can be devastating. While some floods develop
over time, flash floods—particularly common after wildfires—can occur within minutes after the onset of
a rainstorm. Even areas that are not traditionally flood-prone are at risk, due to changes to the
landscape caused by fire. Residents should protect their homes and personal property with flood
insurance —before a weather event. Flood risk remains significantly higher until vegetation is restored-
up to 5 years after a wildfire. 

Prepare Now. Plan Ahead
Post fire flooding and flood damage is often more severe,  as debris and ash left from the fire can form
mudflows. As rainwater moves across charred and barren ground, it can also pick up soil and sediment
and carry it in a stream of floodwaters causing more significant damage. Residents and business owners
are urged to purchase flood insurance to assure financial protection from flooding.

For information specific to
Montana flood after fires,

communities, and
regulations 

- CLICK the logo for link.

https://naes.agnt.unr.edu/PMS/Pubs/2022-4548.pdf
https://naes.agnt.unr.edu/PMS/Pubs/2022-4548.pdf
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Montana-Flood-After-Fire-Guidebook_Published-2022-0411-LogoUpdate.pdf


The odds of flooding increase dramatically in
burned areas.

A general rule is that half an inch of rainfall in
less than an hour can cause sufficient flash

flood and debris flows in a burn area.

Evacuation Plans - Emergency evacuations
don’t have to be chaotic. Disaster
preparedness is something to discuss an﻿d
plan. It’s effective risk management. 

Pets and Livestock Evacuation - is often
overlooked, but it is important to have a plan
in place and think through the steps that are
needed to ensure the safety and welfare of
your animlals. 

“Go-Bags” - Having an easy-to-grab bag makes
evacuation and emergencies easier to repond
to and ensures everyone has what they need. 

What would you take if threatened by a  
wildfire, flood, or other disaster? 

 Your “Go Bag” should include:

- Important documents (Medical records, 
birth certificates, IRS documents, etc.)

- Medications, contacts/glasses

- Cellphone (car charger + battery pack)

- Personal toiletries

- Credit/debit cards and cash in small bills

- Clothing for 3-5 days

- Water and snacks (two-week supply)
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For a comprehensive list
 and more tips, visit:

 www.livingwithfire.com

                    

Disaster Preparedness 

Flood After Fire

You don’t have to be a Boy Scout – to be prepared!!

It‘s the 4th of July! Are you thinking about packing your bags - to escape the
flood of tourists or to visit those recreational and mountainous areas that re-
fuel our souls, create family memories and give us the reason we put up with
winter snow. While you're preparing for your camping trip or vacation get-
away, use this opportunity to think about what you would pack and what your
evacuation plan would be in the event of a disaster or an emergency. 
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Flood after the Deep Creek
Fire near Townsend, MT was a
continued risk for this
residential property. PHOTO:
By:  Shylea Wingard (July 2021)

(Modified from the DNRC Facebook post on 12/22/23)

(M
odified from the DNRC Facebook post on 12/22/23)
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ABOVE:  1) The falls on the Yaak River a few miles downstream from the Town of Libby, MT (Photo: T. Sears).  2) This is the serene part of the Yaak
River and highlights how quickly conditions can change. (Photo: T. Sears). 3)  The Boulder River near Cardwell, MT. (Photo: Shylea).  4) High water
marks are clearly visible on this bridge over the Yaak River (Photo: T. Sears). 5) Slightly different view from the same location on the Boulder River

near Cardwell, MT. (Photo: Shylea).   6) Swan Lake screams “dip your toes on a hot day”.   (Photo: T. Sears).    

                    

Montana - Big Sky | Big Rivers 
                    

Can you identify these Montana waterways? 
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Property owners can reduce flooding and filter pollutants by establishing a rain garden.  
Rain gardens are an effective way to manage stormwater runoff. Learn more about raingardens and how to

build your own:  https://extension.wsu.edu/raingarden 

Washington State University Extension and the
Washington Stormwater Center offer a suite of

educational materials to help landowners
manage stormwater and reduce runoff in rural

areas at: ruralstormwater.wsu.edu 
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Do you have ponding water in your driveway, unwanted water coursing through the yard, or eroding river banks? 
If so, you have a stormwater management challenge! Rural areas often lack city services like storm drains that conveniently carry
stormwater away. Most stormwater management efforts have focused on urban watersheds due to the high densities of people,

pollutant sources, and impervious areas. However, rural stormwater runoff can harm rural properties and roadways and degrade rural
water quality.  (WSU Fact Sheet: Understanding Your Site Conditions )

Why is stormwater management important in rural areas?
Rural areas have many high-quality natural resources such as clear, clean streams, healthy forests, open pastures, and abundant
wildlife. Poor stormwater management can harm water quality and impact these resources. Curbs, gutters and stormdrains on city

streets help reduce flooding and, in some cases, improve water quality. These features are often absent on country roads, rural
properties, or smaller subdivisions. Rural areas can flood, even with fewer paved surfaces, fewer homes, and less traffic. Compacted

gravel roads, buildings, and farm structures are susceptible to runoff problems and often don’t big-city solutions.

      Climate Smart PracticesClimate Smart PracticesClimate Smart Practices

Reduce flooding and filter pollutants by establishing your own rain garden. Rain gardens are an effective way to manage stormwater runoff. Learn how to build your own: https://extension.wsu.edu/raingarden/
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Unintended consequences:  Clearing native vegetation, interrupting the flow of water, compacting soils, or
adding additional impervious surfaces, such as a gravel driveway, changes the way water flows on your

property. Altering the water flow can have unintended consequences downstream such as flooded basements,
overwhelmed culverts, washed-out roads, and loss of fishery and habitat. 

Find solutions:  Fortunately, there are solutions to rural stormwater challenges. Many rural residents use
swales, dispersion methods, rain gardens and other techniques to manage and infiltrate water on their

property.  Most options offer drainage problems in rural areas rely on infiltrating water into well-draining soils.
If your groundwater is high and stormwater can’t infiltrate during the wet months, you may be able to safely

convey water across your landscape to a place where it can infiltrate. 
 Visit: https://ruralstormwater.wsu.edu/options-for-managing-water/

https://extension.wsu.edu/raingarden
https://extension.wsu.edu/raingarden
https://ruralstormwater.wsu.edu/
https://ruralstormwater.wsu.edu/
https://ruralstormwater.wsu.edu/options-for-managing-water/


NEWS From the Floodplain

NEWS FROM THE DNRC FLOODPLAIN TEAM
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 Montana  FPA Updates

Welcome      
   Frank “Skip” Cole - Town of Dodson - Mayor/FPA
   Jennifer Bailey - Town of Sheridan - Mayor/FPA 
   Laura Taylor - Meagher County - Deputy DES/FPA  
   
         

 Goodbye / Well Wishes
   Charity Yonker - Cascade County -  Planning Director/FPA
   Rebekah Luchterhand - Meagher County - Commiss. Assist/FPA
   Harlie Riddle - Town of Fromberg - Clerk/FPA 
    
         

Please report personnel updates to: 
     Traci Sears - CAP Coordinator  |  tsears@mt.gov | Ph. 406.444.6654      
     Shylea Wingard - Floodplain Specialist  |   shylea.wingard@mt.gov       

MICKEY NAVIDOMSKIS 
DNRC Floodplain Technical Assistance Engineer

    

Mickey Navidomskis married his sweetheart, Drue, on June 22nd, and was back at work
in the office on June 25th -- a dedicated DNRC employee for sure!  The joyful couple will  
take a delayed honeymoon at a later date.  Congratulations!!

DNRC Floodplain Mapping Team
Hannah, Nadene, Doug, Monica and Sarah

                        

 Congrats on your CFM certification 

   Please let Traci or Shylea know if you have received your CFM certificaiton.  

Congratulations to Gary and McKenzie!  Both participated in the
weekly DNRC Floodplain Bootcamp and CFM Prep Course offered
December 2023 through May 2024.   

Gary offered encouragement and advice at the last class on May
17th, 2024 while McKenzie participated throughout the year
sharing how the floodplain programs in Utah and Montana were
similar and differed slightly.  Thanks to both of you!

Gary Poore - Cascade County
Building Code & Compliance Inspector 

The Floodplain Mapping Program delivered critical information about the Teton County
Floodplain Mapping Project at a successful open house-public meeting on May 29th, 2024. 

Over 70 residents, public officials and other stakeholders attended the event. Event
attendees were able to discuss their properties and any changes that may be shown on the
new floodplain maps.  Attendees left better informed of their flood risk, community efforts
and the amount of work and detail that goes into a mapping project. 

For more information about the Teton County mapping project and other DNRC mapping
projects around the state, visit: 
  https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Projects

Garett Waite 
DNRC Regional Engineer - Havre 

    

Hello, I’m Garett, the new Regional Engineer for the Havre office. I graduated from Missouri
University of Science and Technology (Missouri S&T for short) with my MS in May. During my time in
school, I majored in Geological Engineering and minored in Geology (during my bachelors) and took
several philosophy courses. I also worked as a researcher for the USGS in Missouri, using ArcPro to
map lake and stream bathymetry. In my free time, I enjoy snowboarding, kayaking, hiking and
rafting. I also enjoy trivia. I am excited to be living and working in Montana, and look forward to
discovering and trying everything Montana has to offer.

Please welcome Garett to the team – his email address is garett.waite@mt.gov.
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McKenzie Goodenough 
State of Utah - Floodplain Planner  

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Projects
mailto:garett.waite@mt.gov


It

 ComHappHaon Training

SAVE THE DATE

Enforcement Workshop

August 1st, 2024

8:30 am - 11:30 am
Virtual

Watch for an email / Zoom invite

 from Shylea
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 registration is open!

 Montana Emergency Managers
Association 

October 1-3rd, 2024
Butte Civic Center

Registration is open!

Montana Emergency Managers
Association - MEMA 2024

Conference (wildapricot.org)

 
  

Registration
Registration
Registration

Now OPENNow OPENNow OPEN
                  

 
  MORE  INFORMATION

 -- CONTACT --
 Traci Sears:   406.444.6654

tsears@mt.gov 

    Shylea:  406.581.5254 
 shylea.wingard@mt.gov 

                       

EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING EVENTS
                        

 SAVE THE DATES

Web-based Training for Floodplain Administrators 
Want to learn floodplain managment basics?

Don’t have time to attend a 4-day course?

Want to brush up on 1 or 2 floodplain topics?
 NFIP101 (floods.org) 

Floo

 Com

Flood Preparedness Includes   NEW MONTANA CADASTRAL
VERSION

The Montana State Library announced
in official released a new public

version of the Montana Cadastral web
application in April 2024. 

The new site is located at: 
https://svc.mt.gov/mst/cadastral/

Highlights include: 
- Mobile device (phone and tablet) friendly

- Improved map performance 
- New base map options

- Improved printing

HAVE A SAFEHAVE A SAFEHAVE A SAFE
ANDANDAND   

HAPPY 4TH OFHAPPY 4TH OFHAPPY 4TH OF
JULYJULYJULY

Much of the State received a wet spring snowstorm on June 18th,
2024.  This photo was taken on the Virginia City Hill while

performing a community visit. (Photo by: S. Wingard) 
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Annual Conference
October 7-9th, 2024

Lewistown, MT
https://mtplanners.org/

https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=be83aa7c0bf24fbe9006e90c70911db5
https://www.floods.org/training-center/online-training/asfpm-on-demand-learning/nfip101/
https://svc.mt.gov/msl/cadastral/
https://mema.wildapricot.org/event-5605808
https://mema.wildapricot.org/event-5605808
https://mema.wildapricot.org/event-5605808
https://mtplanners.org/


 

The Montana Highground Newsletter
 is a quarterly publication of the 

DNRC Floodplain Community Assistance
Program (CAP). 

The Montana Highground Newsletter
welcomes your articles, information, 

ideas, projects, and photos.  

Please email your contributions to:
shylea.wingard@mt.gov

MONTANAMONTANA
HIGHGROUNDHIGHGROUND
NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER
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  Electronic distribution is made via
email and circulated to over 600
recipients.  To be added to the

distribution list or to submit an article or
information for publication, please

contact:  

Shylea | DNRC Floodplain
shylea.wingard@mt.gov

Grant funding for this newsletter and
other DNRC CAP  activities is provided by

Federal Emergency Management
Association (FEMA)  

Persons with disabilities needing an
alternate accessible format of this

document should contact 
DNRC Public Information Officer,  

at (406) 444-0465  

                    
 MISSED A NEWSLETTER?

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-
Resources/Floodplains/News

QUESTIONS?  Need Assistance?  Contact...

Your source for floodplain regulations
 and permitting information, workshop and training

events, FEMA guidance, administrative

 Northwest  Montana‘s 
Yaak River 

(Photo: Traci Sears )

PHOTO: 

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/News
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/News

